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SUBJECT: NOTICE OF DISSATISFACTION WITH AIR FRANCE 
FARES. 

REF: STATE 059431 

1 . DISSATISFACTION NOTICE WAS SENT BY DIPLOMATIC NOTE 
TO MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS ON MARCH 9. POINTS 
CONTAINED PARA 3 WERE MADE ORALLY BY PHONE TO AVIATION 
DIRECTOR CLAUDE-LAFONTAINE WHO WAS UNABLE TO REACT TO 
THEM. 

2. HOWEVER, DURING VISIT OF CIVIL AIR ATTACHE LATER 
THAT DAY TO CLAUDE ABRAHM (DIRECTOR GENERAL OF CIVIL 
AVIATION) AND ROBERT ESPEROU (DIRECTOR OF ECONOMIC AND 
INTERNATIONAL SERVICE) WE DREW ATTENTION TO THE NOTE 

AND FOLLOWED THE SUGGESTED SCENARIO IN OUR PRESENTA- 
TION. INITIALLY, ABRAHAM REACTED BRUSQUELY TO THE 
IDEA THAT THERE MIGHT BE A LINK BETWEEN AIR FRANCE’S 
SCHEDULED FARES AND MINIMUM CHARTER PRICES. HE STATED 
THAT IF THE USG DISAPPROVED AIR FRANCE FARES BECAUSE 
OF FRANCE'S MINIMUM CHARTER PRICES HE WOULD HAVE THE 
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MINIMUMS RAISED. ESPEROU THEN WENT ON TO POINT OUT 
THAT THE CHARTER MINIMUMS ARE DETERMINED NOT BY RE- 
FERENCE TO SCHEDULE FARES, BUT IN TERMS OF THE ECON- 
OMICS OF AIRCRAFT AND SUGGESTED THAT THE STRETCH DC-8 
WAS USED AS THE BASIS OF CALCULATION. WITH RESPECT TO 
THE IDEA OF FLEXIBILITY REGARDING FRENCH POLICY, BOTH 
ABRAHAM AND ESPEROU SUGGESTED THEY WERE WILLING TO 
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DISCUSS MINIMUM PRICES WITH THE U.S. AND PERHAPS 
INTRODUCE A GREATER SEASONAL VARIABILITY THAN 
PRESENTLY EXISTS. HOWEVER, THEY WERE ADAMANT THAT 
FRANCE WOULD NOT DISCARD THE CONCEPT OF MINIMUM CHAR- 
TER PRICES. 

COMMENT: IF THIS ISSUE IS TO BE PRESSED FURTHER IT 
WOULD BE USEFUL IF THE TERM "MORE FLEXIBLE ATTITUDE" 
(PARA 3 C.) WERE MADE MORE PRECISE. DO WE WANT THE 
FRENCH SIMPLY TO ADJUST THE LEVELS OF THESE FARES OR 
NOT ENFORCE THE REGULATORY CONCEPT THEY HAVE 
ADOPTED? IT DOES NOT SEEM LIKELY THAT THE FRENCH WILL 
ABANDON THEIR POLICY SHORT OF A COMPREHENSIVE CHARTER 
AGREEMENT WHICH SPECIFICALLY PROVIDES FOR THAT. 
HARTMAN 
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